Sphere of Influence

IRAQ

By Alex Beck

Geography

Iraq is located in the Middle East. Its neighboring countries are Jordan, Syria, Turkey, Iran, Kuwait, and Saudi Arabia. The total land area of Iraq is 438,446 square kilometers (167,975 sq. mi.), a little larger than California. There are 22,017,983 people in Iraq made up of 80% Arabs, 15% Kurds, and 5% Turks. There are 10,940,764 males in Iraq and 11,077,219 females. From 0-14 years old there are about 47% of the population, from 15-64 there are 50%, and from 65 years and up there are only 3 %. The population density is 118 people per sq. mi. The principal languages are Arabic (official), and Kurdish. The capital of Iraq is Baghdad. There are four major regions in Iraq. The first one is the upper plain consisting of the most arable land stretching from the Turkish border to northwest of Baghdad, mostly between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. The Tigris and Euphrates rivers descend from mountains in the north to the desert in the southwest. The second is the lower plains made up of swamps, marshes and waterways, that spans from the upper plains to the Persian Gulf. The third region is made up of a mountain range in the northeast. The fourth is the Syrian Desert west of the plains. Although most people of Iraq live in the arable mid plains many still live in the arable upper plains and mountains. Few live in the desert and the lower plains. Approximately 97% of Iraqis are Muslim and there are about 3% Christian or other religions. The mountains that border Turkey do not change relations with Turkey. The plains that border Syria hinder the relationship with Syria because of emigration from Iraq. The Desert that borders Jordan keeps relations with Jordan and Saudi Arabia neutral. The Plains that border Kuwait has played a Major role In the Persian Gulf War by enabling Iraqi armies to invade Kuwait. It also hinders the relationship by emigration and fear of war.

Citizenship

To be a citizen of Iraq you can be born in Iraq, one or both of your parents can be Iraqi citizens, or you can gain citizenship through the naturalization process. In rare circumstances and only with the approval of a top government official plus the ability to speak Arabic can one become a naturalized citizen of Iraq. Religion and gender do not affect citizenship.  Iraq is a Republic in which the people elect 220 out of 250 seats in the unicameral National Assembly. (The Legislation of Iraq) The people also represent the Revolutionary command council. The Constitution of Iraq states that every citizen should accomplishes his duty in full, and that society guarantees his or her rights and liberties. All Iraqi are equal before the law without any discrimination including religion. It guarantees freedom of religion, public, and meeting. Iraq guarantees citizens to have a primary, secondary, and university education. The right of political asylum is granted to all militants. All Iraqi citizens are subject to the law of Iraq.


Iraqi government is somewhat like the US government in that they are both democracies in which the people elect officials to represent them. Although the Iraqi government is stricter it is considered more unstable and corrupt. Also the US government has been around for over two hundred years and the Iraqi Government is changed drastically every few years.
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